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VI CONGRESS OF THE CROATIAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION:
THE STRUCTURE AND DYNAMICS OF SOCIAL INEQUALITIES

Zagreb, 7-8 April 2017.
INVITATION FOR WORKSHOP PARTICIPATION
Dear colleagues,

We would like to invite you to participate in a workshop entitled: Inequalities and class structure in a regional context which will take place as part of the VI Congress of the Croatian Sociological Association (April 7-8, 2017). 

The aim of the workshop is to bring together a group of researchers to discuss the problem of increasing social inequalities in select countries of former Yugoslavia, namely Croatia, Slovenia and Serbia. Alongside inevitable discussions around the impact of the global economic crises on inequalities, the aim is to address other processes that have affected our region in its transitional and post-transitional developments including market liberalisation, privatisation and democratisation. Differences in the structure and dynamics of inequalities in the region and globally will also be considered. 


Importantly, the workshop is seen as providing an academic forum to discuss social class dynamics in Croatia and neighbouring countries. Whereas Yugoslav sociology had a lot to say about social class differences before the break-up of Yugoslavia in the early 1990s, this has been a marginalised topic in Croatian sociology post-1990s. The aim of the workshop is to revitalize these discussions by also bringing together insights on social class from neighbouring countries.
In particular, we would like you to briefly present at the workshop how you think class should be theorized today, as well as how you think we can best capture social class dynamics methodologically? 

Inspiration for this choice of regional workshop theme comes from several sources. One is a consensus that interesting and still relevant work on social inequalities was being produced by sociologists in Yugoslavia and that it would be a worthwhile endeavour to revisit their ideas.
Moving to contemporary concerns, inspiration for a regional workshop on social inequalities with a focus on class comes from observations of the exponential growth of social inequality in the region, the problem of structural unemployment, growing poverty and the exodus of young and educated people in search of a better life abroad. All of these raise a series of questions about the causes and consequences of these processes and invites sociologists from the region to discuss the structure and dynamics of social inequality as a fundamental sociological concept in our post-transitional societies. 
We would be grateful if you could confirm whether you are able to participate in the workshop by March 1st. 

